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Associated Alumni of Acadia University 

Minutes of the May 2018 Annual General Meeting 

May 12, 2018 – 9:30 am – Wu Welcome Centre at Alumni Hall 

 

Associated Alumni President, Geoff Irvine’87 called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM. Quorum was 

established at 34 members present.  Members presented were provided with an Annual Report 

containing; the proposed agenda, Minutes of the May 13, 2017 Annual General Meeting, Report from 

the President, Report from the Director of Alumni Affairs, Treasurer’s Report, AAAU Constitutional 

Amendments 2018 – Proposed, and the 2018 Nominating Committee Report.  

Adoption of the Agenda 

G. Irvine asked for any additions to the agenda as presented.  

Motion: Moved by Maxine McCuaig seconded by T. Upshaw that the agenda be approved as presented. 

Carried Unanimously.  

Approval of the Minutes 

The minutes of the May 13, 2017 Annual General Meeting were circulated to those present as content 

of the Annual Report. G. Irvine called for any errors or omissions in the minutes of the May 13, 2017 

Annual General Meeting.  

Motion: Moved by K. Power, seconded by H. Hickman that the minutes of the May 13, 2017 Associated 

Alumni of Acadia University Annual General Meeting be approved as circulated. Carried Unanimously.  

In his opening reports G. Irvine referenced the contribution of the Wu family, in particular, in the 

establishment of the Wu Welcome Centre and the contributions made by our Alumni family in making 

Acadia University a better place.  

G. Irvine invited Dr. Peter Ricketts to share greetings from the University.  

Greetings From President Ricketts 

Dr. Ricketts shared the fact that we are positioned for a great convocation weekend. It began with the 

Acadia Divinity Commissioning Ceremony last evening, highlighting the graduate’s passion and 

commitment to their ministries. Dr. Ricketts noted the fact that the first 10 months of his term have 

been an enjoyable period focused on listening and learning.  

The University is currenting in a position of stability resulting from the strong foundation left by the 

Ivany team. The Province has demonstrated its faith and trust in the organization. The changes on 

campus continues and the campus looks great. Collective agreements are now in place adding to the 

strong foundation. Dr. Ricketts acknowledged the extraordinary impact made by the alumni. Dr. Ricketts 

referenced the newly launched strategic planning process and the fact that it is now time to build a solid 

plan for the future.  
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A highlight of the first 10 months was the opportunity to meet Alumni throughout the world, providing 

an incredible part of the learnings. Dr. Ricketts spoke positively of the engagement of young Alumni. Dr. 

Ricketts expressed a thank you on behalf of the University for the work and support of the Alumni.  

Dr. Ricketts invited the Alumni to contribute to the new strategic planning process.  

G. Irvine thanked Dr. Ricketts for his remarks.  

Report form the President 

G. Irvine thanked, Ian Murray, Oonagh Proudfoot, Rod Morrison, Scott Roberts , Nancy Harrigan, Cassie 

and the other staff for their support.  

G. Irvine referenced the Presidents report as circulated, highlighting several items, including the 

progress achieved on various governance issues, the execution of the Memorandum of Understanding 

with the University, the branding exercise, awards program, student recruitment, the grad fair presence 

noting the efforts by Tony Stewart ’72, the Bulletin and e-news. Over the past year the Alumni were able 

to provide support to Athletics, the Student Union, Grad Class of ’18, and the ASU Athenaeum. 

Report from the Director of Alumni Affairs 

I. Murray welcomed the members to the AGM and noted the fact that 7 decades of Acadia Alumni were 

represented at this AGM. I. Murray acknowledged the attendance of Scott Grant ’93 from TD Insurance 

Meloche Monnex, a valued affinity partner of the Acadia Alumni.  

I. Murray addressed the positive outcome from the 92 face-to-face events that took place in the 

previous year. These Acadia events were real opportunities to experience the remarkable impact that 

the many Acadia Alumni make throughout the world.  We are on the right track as we have seen a 20% 

increase in engagement and satisfaction. Several events, in particular, are worthy of note; the Presidents 

Gala for Ray Ivany, the homecoming featuring the Caribbean connection, and Dr. Peter Ricketts 

installation.  

I. Murray thanked Geoff Irvine for his many years of service to the Acadia Alumni. He continued by 

thanking the staff for the support and effort and the contributions of Libby Burnham the Chancellor of 

Acadia University, as her term comes to an end this weekend.  

Motion: It was moved by D. Jackson and seconded by K. Amos that the report from the President and 

the Report for the Director of Alumni Affairs be accepted as submitted. Carried Unanimously.  

G. Irvine acknowledged the recent passing of Dr. Chris Olson, an Acadia Alumnus, a great supporter of 

the Alumni Association and a key driver behind the establishment of the Music in the Garden program.  

Treasurer’s report 

T. Walker presented the report on behalf of the Treasurer, P. MacIsaac. The Treasurer’s report, the 

Unaudited Statement of Receipts and Disbursements and Balance Sheet are included in the Annual 

Report to members. T. Walker noted the key objectives of the previous year and going forward is to 

focus on the financial reporting and investment management. It was noted that the Association 

concluded the 2017-2018 fiscal year with a surplus of $88,460.  



 

3 
 

T. Walker on behalf of P. MacIssac thanked the members of the Finance committee for there efforts 

over the past year.  

An opportunity was provided for members present to have any questions addressed.  

Motion: Moved by D. Hovell and seconded by F. Gilbert that the 2017-2018 Financial Report be 

accepted as tabled. Carried Unanimously.  

Constitutional Amendments 

D. Davidson thanked the members of the Governance Committee for their efforts over the past year. 

The significant outcome of the past years efforts of the Governance Committee and the Board of 

Directors has been the proposed amendments to the Constitution that governs our association.  

The current constitution requires that the membership be provided with 90 days notice of any proposed 

amendment. The membership was advised though the notice of the AGM and through notice in the 

newspaper. The full text of the proposed constitution was made available to any member that 

requested a copy. A summary of the proposed amendment was included in the notice.  

D, Davidson noted that these amendments will continue the journey of the Board of Directors to 

effectively represent the Acadia Alumni  

An opportunity was provided for members present to have any question addressed.  

Motion: It was moved by D. Davidson, seconded by F. Gilbert that the constitution be amended as 

proposed by the Board of Directors. Carried Unanimously.  

Nominating Committee Report 

D. Jackson began his remarks by thanking the members of the Nomination committee, Hugh Bray and 

Charles Coll. A proposed slate of Officers and a proposed slate of Directors were tabled, as noted in the 

Annual Report.  

D. Jackson called three times for nominations from the floor, hearing none, nominations ceased.  

Motion: It was moved by D. Jackson and seconded by K. Amos that the proposed slate of Officers and 

Directors be approved as tabled. Carried Unanimously.  

The outgoing Directors and Officers were thanked for their efforts: Kiersten Amos, Madison Cyr, Michele 

Gerrard, David Hovell, Doug Jackson, Amanda Penrice, Paul MacIsaac and Becca Webster.   

New Business 

The incoming President, R. Conrod thanked G. Irvine for his leadership over the past 17 years of service. 

R. Conrod noted that the fact the incoming Board of Directors is gender balanced and has 

representation from every decade from the 60’s onward. R. Conrod acknowledged the solid foundation 

that is currently in place, providing the opportunity to move forward and he is looking forward to the 

next two-year term.  

G. Irvine thanked those in attendance. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 

10:21.  
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Motion: It was moved by Tom Prescott seconded by D. Jackson that the meeting be adjourned. Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

 


